
OFFICER DECISION RECORD (ODR2) 

Mountview, Congleton    

Disposal via Housing Development Framework 

 

Date of Decision 
 

22.07.2025 

Decision Taker 
(including Job Title) 
 

Philip Cresswell – Executive Director of 
Place 
 
In consultation with:- 

• Michael Gorman - Chair of the 
Economy and Growth Committee  

• Ashley Hughes  - Executive 
Director of Resources, Section 
151 Officer 

Specific Delegation 
 
 

This is an officer decision taken under a delegation 
by Cheshire East Cabinet who on  5th May 2020 at  
minute 133.2(b) delegated authority to the 
Executive Director of Place in consultation with the 
Portfolio Holder of Environment and Regeneration 
to identify and approve appropriate Council owned 
land assets to be taken through the Housing 
Development Framework (the “Framework”).  
 
In addition, The Economy and Growth Committee 
on 15th July 2021 at minutes 7(c) and 9 supported 
the disposal route of the sites which have been 
identified for progression through the Framework 
and notes that the final decisions regarding the 
disposal of these sites will be undertaken in line with 
decision making processes for land and property 
disposals as  outlined in the Constitution. 
 
Under the Constitution dated December 2024, 
Chapter 2, Part 5, Paragraph 53 delegates to the 
Executive Director of Place authority to take any 
decisions in relation to Assets Disposals and 
Acquisitions.  
 
In accordance with the Finance Procedure Rules 
set out in Chapter 3:part 4 paragraphs 4.42, the 
Chief Finance Officer and the Executive Director of 
Place must be consulted on all proposed 
acquisitions and disposals of land and property; 
and 4.44, the acquisition and disposal of land and 
property and other assets over £2m is the 
responsibility of the Finance Sub-Committee; and 
below £2m is a member of the Corporate 









post is no longer in existence, it is therefore 
necessary to consult with the chair of the 
appropriate committee.  
 
In accordance with section 123 of the Local 
Government Act 1972 the Council is under an 
obligation to obtain the best consideration 
reasonably obtainable upon the disposal of its 
Property. However, if the disposal is considered to 
be a disposal at undervalue it would normally 
require the consent of the Secretary of State. Under 
the Local Government Act 1972: General Disposal 
Consent 2003 removes the requirement for 
authorities to seek specific consent from the 
Secretary of State where the disposal is at an 
undervalue where the local authority considers that 
the purpose for which the land is to be disposed is 
likely to contribute to the achievement of any one or 
more of the promotion or improvement of economic, 
social and environmental well-being and the 
undervalue is less than £2 million. It is considered 
that  proposal will help secure the promotion and 
improvement of the economic social or 
environmental well-being of the area and 
represents best value for the Council. The disposal 
will reduce a future management burden for the 
Council.  
 
There will be a requirement to review the terms the 
disposal to ensure any issues regarding best value. 
Terms of each disposal will also need to reflect any 
easements and rights for both the land to be 
disposed of and that retained by the Council. Issues 
include rights of light /air open space and 
restrictions on building use and development. 
 
The Council has a fiduciary duty at all times to the 
taxpayers and must fulfil its duty in a way that is 
accountable to local people    
 
Mandy Withington Principal Lawyer (Corporate 
Projects and Property) 10/072025 
 

Financial Implications The development of specialist accommodation will 
support  the future reduction of care costs by 
reducing the need to utilise more costly out of areas 
placements.  The disposal will also provide a capital 
receipt that will be utilised to help support the 
Councils current financial position. 
 
Helen Donald, Principal Accountant, Capital 
Finance.   
9th July 2025 



 

Confidential/Exempt 
Information 

No  

Background Papers 
 

Cabinet and Committee Reports and Decisions 
 

• Cabinet decision – Housing Development 
Framework – May 2020 Agenda for Cabinet on 
Tuesday, 5th May, 2020, 1.00 pm | Cheshire East 
Council 

• Economy and Growth Committee – July 
2021 Agenda for Economy and Growth Committee 
on Thursday, 15th July, 2021, 2.00 pm | Cheshire 

East Council,  

 

Signed ………… ……………………. 

Philip Cresswell- Executive Director of Place 

Dated ……………22.07.2025……………………………. 

 

In consultation with:- 

 

Signed ………………………………………………… 

Michael Gorman- Chair of Economy and Growth Committee 

Dated …16/07/2025………………………………………………… 

 

and  

 

Signed  

Ashley Hughes - Executive Director of Resources, Section 151 

Officer 

Dated 22/07/2025 




